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FPL are eligible for the 30 percent enhanced
match if they implement the 12 month continu-
ous eligibility provision.

Also, the Child Health Insurance Provides
Security Act does not preclude other ap-
proaches to expanding health insurance cov-
erage for children. This bill complements ap-
proaches like the Hatch-Kennedy or the
Daschle bills. CHIPS sets a floor below which
no child should fall, and other approaches
could fit nicely on top of CHIPS.

I invite my colleagues in the House to join
me and the other cosponsors in this bipartisan
effort to provide health insurance security for
our Nation’s most vulnerable population: Chil-
dren. A strong bi-partisan group of Senators
supports CHIPS. I hope that my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle in the House will come
together behind this sensible proposal that will
expand access for children to health insur-
ance.
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THE PRESENTATION OF THE NAVY
CROSS TO ROBERT JONES

HON. ROBERT C. SCOTT
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 30, 1997

Mr. SCOTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
help celebrate today’s presentation of the
Navy Cross to Mr. Robert Jones. Earlier
today, the Secretary of the Navy presented
this medal, the highest honor the Navy
bestows, to Mr. Jones for the heroism he
demonstrated while under fire during combat
in the Pacific in October 1944.

Yes, Mr. Speaker, the heroism of Petty Offi-
cer Jones remained unrecognized by his Na-
tion for over 50 years, simply because of the
color of his skin. But in a moving ceremony in
the Capitol this afternoon, the record was at
long last set straight. Secretary Dalton spoke
of Mr. Jones’ ‘‘uncommon valor and selfless
sacrifice.’’ He added that Robert Jones ‘‘stood
firm, took a stand, and stared death in the
face. He is truly a Navy hero.’’ I could not
agree more.

On that fateful day in 1944, a Japanese dive
bomber attacked the U.S.S. Intrepid. Petty Of-
ficer Jones manned one of the ship’s guns
and began firing on the incoming plane. Even
when it because obvious that the bomber was
headed straight for a crash into his gun posi-
tion, Jones remained at his post, firing his
weapon until the plane actually hit. Although
Mr. Jones was severely burned, many other
sailors aboard his ship can probably be thank-
ful that their lives were spared entirely, thanks
only to this one sailor’s heroism.

Heroism is rarely something that we plan in
advance, and many of us probably wonder if
we even have the right stuff necessary to be-
come a hero in the first place. Robert Jones
indeed had the stuff that heroes are made of.
And while some may be saddened that it has
us so long to recognize formally his acts of
courage, we can nevertheless take complete
pride today in seeing the record set straight,
and in seeing a patriot and native son of the
Commonwealth of Virginia receive the admira-
tion and thanks of a grateful Nation. Today we
salute Robert Jones and share in his pride.
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Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor David Brown who was recently named
‘‘Citizen of the Year’’ by the Las Virgenes
Homeowners Association. Mr. Brown has
been an outspoken advocate in our commu-
nity for 25 years, and recognition of his good
work is long overdue.

Mr. Brown has used his multitude of talents
to work in areas as diverse as teaching, writ-
ing, publishing, and as a planning commis-
sioner and citizen activist. Fortunately, he has
seen fit to use his talents for the greater good
of our local community. Dave brings to his
work a rare blend of expertise and a tireless
spirit of voluntarism. Although he has given
freely of his time and resources to many wor-
thy causes, his top priority has always been
protection of the Santa Monica Mountains.

His dedication to protect the Santa Monicas
is unparalleled. He has played various roles in
his effort to protect the mountains, by serving
on the Santa Monica Mountains Comprehen-
sive Planning Commission Advisory Commit-
tee, the Sierra Club’s Santa Monica Mountains
Task Force and the Santa Monica Mountains
Trails Council Board. Dave has done exten-
sive work on monthly newsletters which
served to defend the mountains from over de-
velopment.

Mr. Brown has indeed been a lifelong stew-
ard of the Santa Monica Mountains, ensuring
that this natural sanctuary will be available for
generations to come.
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Mr. FORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay
tribute to Carl Leon Lamon, a teacher at
Douglas Elementary School in Memphis, TN.
Mr. Lamon has been named to the 1997
Honor Roll of Teachers by the Association of
Science-Technology Centers [ASTC]. ASTC is
a nonprofit organization with over 400 science
museums in 40 countries.

This is a prestigious award that is given to
only 51 teachers picked from teachers in the
United States and 10 other countries. Winning
teachers have demonstrated an exceptional
degree of creativity and dedication. They go
above and beyond the call of duty to inspire,
motivate, and stimulate their students to
achieve in science and technology.

Mr. Speaker, there is a tremendous need to
educate more of our young people in science
and math. The United States has held a posi-
tion of world leadership in scientific research
and development since World War II. It has
made us the economic, political, and military
leader of the 20th century. But if we expect to
maintain this leadership role, we must con-
tinue our commitment to science and math.

According to the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation’s National Center for Education Statis-

tics, high school graduates in 1992 were more
likely to take science courses at the level of
biology or higher than their counterparts in
1982. Part of the reason for this improvement
is the dedication of teachers such as Mr.
Lamon. He is making science an interesting,
fun and fulfilling learning experience for hun-
dreds of elementary school students in Mem-
phis. Many of these students will take ad-
vanced science and math courses in high
school and will be prepared for a successful
post-secondary academic experience. Again, I
salute Carl Leon Lamon and ask my col-
leagues in the House of Representatives to
join me in honoring this impressive achieve-
ment.
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Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, today our col-
leagues Mr. SERRANO, Mr. DELLUMS, Mr.
KLECZKA, Mr. UNDERWOOD, Mr. FRANK, Ms.
CHRISTIAN-GREEN, Ms. PELOSI, Mr. HALL of
Ohio, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, Mr. BERMAN, Mr.
WAXMAN, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. EHRLICH, Ms. CLAY-
TON, Mr. RANGEL, Mr. GONZALEZ, Mr. MOAK-
LEY, Mr. FROST, Mr. ACKERMAN, Mr. SPENCE,
and I take great pride in reintroducing the Gift
of Life Congressional Medal Act of 1997. The
enactment of this legislation, which doesn’t
cost taxpayers a penny, will not only honor the
individual organ donor and their loved ones,
but will also heighten the awareness of the
organ shortage, ultimately resulting in more
organ donation.

There is a major undersupply of available
and suitable organ donors.

Currently, there are 50,000 individuals wait-
ing for an organ transplant in the United
States. The number of people on the list has
more than doubled since 1990 and a new
name is added to the national patient waiting
list approximately every 18 minutes. Despite
the numerous problems that organ donation
programs have faced and conquered over the
years, a major problem still exists.

The demand for organs will continue to
grow with the improvement of medical tech-
nologies. Without expanded efforts to increase
the supply of organ donation, the supply of
suitable organs will continue to lag behind the
need.

For the many would-be organ recipients, the
consequence of shortage is death. It is clear
that expanded efforts are necessary in order
to increase the number of organ donors.

According to some researchers, it may be
possible to increase by 80 percent the number
of organ donations in the United States
through incentive programs and public edu-
cation. A congressional medal recognizing do-
nors and their families can play a very impor-
tant and effective role in our efforts to encour-
age such donation.

Our proposed Gift of Life Medal Program
will be administered by the regional organ pro-
curement organizations [OPO’s] and managed
by the entity administering the Organ Procure-
ment and Transplantation Network. Once the
decision to donate an organ has been made,
the donor or the family member of the donor
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